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5 7 DISCOURSE. 
1 CORINTHIANS XIV. 3. 


me who 'propheſeth, ſpeaketh unto men to yn and to exhar-, 
tation, and to comfort, 
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TAKE heed how ye hear,” was an advice of the - 

Son of Gop; and forcibly ſtates, that /erious 
attention to ſacred Truths, is eſſentially requiſite to 
thoſe who wiſh to profit by them; and without this, 
even Chriſt himſelf may preach in vain. It was the 
ſaying of a wiſe and holy man, that „the word of 
God was never heard profitably, but in that Spirit by 
which it was originally dictated.” Long experience 
has proved, that tho* the mighty Paul may plant, and 
the eloquent Apollos water, yet it is God alone who 
gives the creaſe, Every miniſter of God ſhould be 
deeply ſenſible of this, that he may earneſtly implore 
that Help without which no good can be done; that 
Wiſdom without which the' word of God cannot be 
rightly divided; and that Influence on the minds of 
his hearers, without which there can be no fruit of 
his labours. - 


A Philoſopher among he's ancient heathens bir? 

ed, that Man is an animal fond of novelty: 

the obſervation readily acquired the force of an an 
e trovertible 


„e 
trovertible maxim, becauſe the facts which gave. it 
birth were every where evident. Things e or un- 
common” being always found to impreſs the ſenſes more 
forcibly thaw thoſe which daily occur. Man is fond 
of power, and is ever affecting to perform actions be- 
yond rhe limits of his own ſtrength; but as repeated 
exertions, painfully. demonſtrate to him the littleneſs 
of his own might, he ſtrives to have recourſe to 
foreign help, and eſpecially graſps at Supernatural 
powers. Hence, originated the deſire of acquainting 
himſelf with the invifible world, that he might aſ- 
ſociate to himſelf the energies of ſupernatural agents, 
and by their aſſiſtance ſatisfy his criminal - curiofity, 
and gratify his pride and ambition: And hence the 
pretenſions to potent ſpells, necromantic incantations, 
0 the whole 50 ſtem of magic. It was in conſequence 
of giving ende ſcope to this principle, that 
miraculous powers were more carneſtly coveted in 
ancient, (and I may add, in modern) times, than the 
conſtant ability to do good through that influence which 


can come from God alone, working by that love 
which never faileth. 


That miraculous gifts were largely diſtributed. in 
the primitive church, and eſpecially among the be- 
lievers at Corinth, is ſufficiently evident, and that 
they were preferred by ſome to that love which is the 
fulfilling of the law, is too plainly _ intimated in this 
epiſtle. The gift of divers tongues, or a ſupernatural 
capacity of ſpeaking various languages which a man 
had not learnt, ſeems to have prevailed in the chriſtian 
church for a conſiderable time after the day of Pente- 

coſt. And ſeveral miſtaking the de/ign of the Lord in 
the communication of theſc gifts, wiſhed to poſſeſa the 
miraculous power merely for its own fake, and not 
on account of the god which might be done by it. 
Hence, if they /pake with tongues, (various languages,} * 

it 


99 
it was deemed ſufficient, notwithſtanding thoſe who 
heard were not edified, becauſe they did not underſtand. 
the language which was ſpoken. The Apoſtle ſhews, 
that acting in this way did not fulfil the kind intention 
of the Moſt High; as ſpeakipg of the deep things of 
God in the language of an Aab, was not calculated 
to inſtruct a Greek, to whom that language was utterly 
unknown. . And tho? they. might appear more cxcelient 
in their own eyes, becauſe poſſeſſing more of that 
knowledge, which too often puffeth up, (to which it 
appears that ſome even of the believing Greeks were 
too much attached,) yet the Apoſtle aſſures them, that 
greater was he, in the fight of God, whoſe talent led to 
general inſtruction, than he, who poſſeſſed the tongue 
of the learned, whether his knowledge were acquired 
by ſtudy, or came by divine inſpiration :---For. the 
grand deſign of the goſpel-miniſtry was, 10 infiru# men 
in righteouſneſs, to unite them ta God, and comfort them in 
all tribulations and adverſities : And this appears to me, 
to be the meaning of the words of the text; He who 
propheſieth, [peaketh unto men 10 edification, and to eulen. 
tation, and to comfort. 
Iwo things the Apoſtle preſents here to our view. 
I. The ProentT : He who prophefieth. | | 
II. His Works: He /peaketh uuio men, to ws 
fication, exbortation, and comfort. 


I. The word Prophet, generally conveys the idea of 
a perſon ſo far acquainted with futurity, as to diſcern 
ſome purpoſe of the divine Being relative to his 
government of the natural.or moral world ; but which 
is not ſufficiently matured by the economy of Provi- 
dence, to makc, as yet, its' public appearance, among 
men: and to prophecy, is uſually underſtood to im- 
ply, the foretelling ſuch an event, the /ime of its ap- 
pearance, and the place of its =P with ſome 


n and dublcquent circumſtan:es. 
A4 That 


1 


That ſeveral of thoſe who are termed Prophets in 
the ſacred writings, did thus predict future events, is 
a Truth which cannot be ſucceſsfully conteſted.--- 
A-Truth which ſucceſſive ages have had the fulleſt op- 
portunity of confirming---which ſtands as an immenſe 
and impregnable Bulwark againſt all the pretenſions 
and ſophiſms of modern deiſm, and which perhaps, 
the preſent eventful period, tends not leſs, to a confirm, 
than any of the preceding ones. 


But that this was the original, and only meaning of 
the word Prophet, or Prophecy, is very far from being 
clear. The firſt place the word occurs is, Gen. xx. 7. 
where the Lord ſays of Abraham to Abimelech, He is 
a prophet, (wn wa nabi bu) and will pray (*mr yith- 

 pallel, will make earneſt interceſſion, ) for thee. In 
the common acceptation of the word, it 1s certain 
Abraham was 1 Prophet: But here it ſeems to ſig- 
nify a man well acquainted with the ſupreme Being, 
capable of teaching others in divine things, and eſpe- 
cially, a Man f Prayer,---one who had great influence 
-with the God he worſhipped, and whoſe mmterceſj ons 
were available in the behalf of others. And in this 
ſenſe the original word way nabi, is uſed in ſeveral 
mow in the Old Teſtament. * | 


It was through inattention to this meaning of the 
ot which appears to me, to be the true, original, 
and ideal one, that all the Commentators and Critics 
that I have met with, have been ſo ſadly puzzled with 
that part of the hiſtory of Saul which is related 
1 Sam. x. 9---13- and Xix. 20---24. In theſe paſ- 
ſages, the ſacred Hiſtorian repreſents Saul, who was 
neither a Prophet, nor the ſon of one, aſſociating 
with the Prophets, and propbeſying among them : to 
which he was led, by the Spirit of the Lord which 
came upon him. That this can mean no more than 
Proer and Supplication to God, accompanied pro- 

F bably 


1 


bably with edifying hymns of praiſe, and thankſgiving, 
(for they had inſtruments of muſic, chap. x. ver. 5,) 
needs, in my opinion, little proof. If Saul had pro- 
phefied in the common acceptation of the word, it is 
not likely that we ſhould have been kept abſolutely in 
the dark concerning the ſubject and deſign of his pre- 
dictions: Of which, by the way, not one ſyllable is 
ſpoken in the oracles of God. The ſimple fact ſeems 
to have been this. God, who had choſen this man to 
- govern Iſrael, deſigned to teach bim, that the Moſt 
High alone is the fountain of all power, and that by 
him only, kings could reign, ſo as properly to execute 
juſtice, and be his miniſters for good unto the people : 
To accompliſh this gracious purpoſe, he gave him ano- 
ther heart, (ver. 9,) a diſpoſition totally different from 
what he had ever before poſſeſſed, and taught him 10 
pray. Coming among the ſons of the Prophets, on 
whom the Spirit of the Lord reſted, and who were 
under the inſtruction of Samuel, (chap. xix. 20.) 
- while they worſhipped God with muſic and ſupplica- 
tion, Saul alſo was made a partaker of the ſame divine 
influence, and prephe/eed, i. e. made prayer and ſuppli- 
cation among them. To ſee one who did not belong 
to the prophetic ſchool, hu incorporated with the 
Prophets, pouring out his ſoul to God in prayer and 
ſupplication, was an unuſual fight which could not. 
paſs unnoticed, eſpecially by thoſe of Saul's acquain- 
tance, who probably knew him in times paſt to have 
been as careleſs and as ungodly as themſelves, (for it 
was only now he got that other good ſpirit from God, 
a ſufficient proof that he had it not before) | theſe 
companions of his being unacquainted with that grace 
Which can in a moment influence and change the heart, 
would, according to an invariable cuſtom, expreſs. 
their aſtoniſhment with a ſneer; [s Saul alſo among 
the Prophets! That is, in modern language: Can 
his 


610) 


this mam pray or preach? He whoſe education has been 


the fame. as our own---employed in the fame ſecular 
offices, and formerly companion with- us in what he 
now affects to call folly and fin---Can ſuch a perfon be 
among the Prophets? Yes. For God may have 
given bim à new heart, and the Spirit of God, whoſe 
inſpiration alone can give found underſtanding in 
facred things, may have come upon him for this very 
- purpoſe, that he might announce unto you the Righ+ 
teouſneſs of the Lord, and ſpeak unto. your ruined 
fouls, 70 edification, aud to exbortation, aud to comfort. 


I have dwelt longer on the caſe of Saul among the 
prophets, becauſe it appears to be exactly fimilar to a 
cafe mentioned in this chapter, and to which my text 
is cloſely allied: If any propheſy, and there come 
in one that Zelieveth not, or one unlearned, he is con- 
vinced of all, he is judged of al}; and thus are the 
feerets of his heart manifefted; and of rale Down 
on his face, he will worſhip God, and report that God 
is among you of a truth,“ verſes, 24, 25. Who 
does not ſee here a parallel caſe to Saul among the 
prophets ! ? eſpecially if collated with 1 Sam. xix. 20,--- 
# "he And Saul fent meſſengers to take David, and 
hen they faw the company of the prophets propheſy- 
ing, and Samuel ſtanding prefiding over them, the 
Spirit of God came upon the meſſengers of Saul, and 
they alfo propheſied. And when it was told Saul, he 

Fent other meſſengers, and they propheſied likewiſe 
And Saul ſent meſſengers again the third time, and 
they propheſied alſo. And Saul went to Naioth of 
Ramah, and the Spirit of God was upon him alſo, 
and he went on and propheſied---and he ripped off 
his clothes, and propheſied before Samuel in like man- 
ner, and lay down naked, all that day, and all that 
night. Wherefore, they ſay, (as in the caſe related, 
chap. x,) Is — alſo among the Prophets! ? 


I have 


* \ 


Gan, 

T have often obſerved in public- meetings among re- 

ligious people, eſpecially in meetings for Prayer, that 

perſons wholly unconcerned about the matter in hand, 

or its iſſue, have been ſuddenly feized by the ſpirit of 
the ſupplicants, while vacantly ſtaring at thoſe em- 
ployed in the ſacred work ; and falling down on their 
knees, have acknowledged the power and prefence of 
the Moſt High, and like Saul among the prophets; 


have gone on, ſupplicating with them, _ a renewed 
heart and a right ſpirit. 


Thoſe who have taken on them unmercifully to cri= 
ticiſe and conderan ſuch meetings, ſhould prove, in 
vindication of their -own conduct, that Saul, the fons 
of the prophets, and the venerable Samuel at their 
head, were enthyfrafts and fanalics, and that the paral- 
lel cafe in this chapter, ſhould have been marked by 
the Apoſtle, with terms of abhorrence and deteſtation, 
that others might be aware of copying their example. 

The hiſtory of Elijah and the priefts of Baal, men- 
tioned in 1 Kings xviii, throws fartner light on this 
ſubject. In verſe 26, it is ſaid; * They, (the prieſts 

of Baal,) took a bullock and dreſſed it, and called on 
the name of Baal from morning until noon, ſaying, 
O Baal, hear us !---And they leaped upon the altar, 
and cried aloud,.--and cut themſelves with knives, till 
the blood gufhed out: and they propheſied, (warm 
vayithnabeu, and they made ſupplication,) until the time 
of the evening ſacrifice.” From the whole context 
it is plain, that earneſt, importunat- prayer, is alone 
what is meant by prophesying in this text. , 

In addition to what has been ſaid, it is neceſſary to 
obſerve, . that, prophet, in the text, means not only one, 
who according to the original import of the word, is 
an mterceſſor, or a man of prayer, Which is an eſſential 

_ characteriſtic, of every miniſter of the goſpel ; but it | 
means alſo one, who 7eaches others the great and 


glorious 
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glorious ſcience of ſalvation, and i»frus men in their 
religious obligations to God, and in their duty to their 
_ neighbour and to themſelves: And this is undoubtedly 
- the ſenſe in which St. Paul uſes it here. And as all 
the prophets of God, whoſe principal buſineſs it was 
to inſtruls the people in the way of righteouſneſs, 
were men of prayer, who were continually interceding 
with God in behalf of the wretched and careleſs to 
whom they miniſtered, the term was nabi, became 
their common appellative; and thus a part. of their 
office, interceſſors for the people, might have given riſe 
tg that name, by which the Spirit of God thought 
proper afterwards to diſtinguiſh thoſe whom he ſent, 
not only to pray for and j/iru@ the people, but alſo 
to predi# thoſe future events which concerned the 
puniſhment of the incorrigible, and the a and 
exaltation of his own ſervants. | 


A preacher who is not a nan f prayer, cannot 1580 
4 proper knowledge of the nature and deſign of the 
goſpel-miniſtry :---cannot be alive to God in his own 
ſoul ; nor is likely to become inſtrumental in the ſal- 
vation of others. In order to do good, a man muſt 
receive good: Prayer is the way in which divine aſ- 
ſiſtance is received; and in the work of the miniſtry, 
no man can do any thing, unleſs it be given him from 
bove. In many caſes, the ſucceſs of a preacher's 
aabours, depends more on his A than on his 
Ipublic. teaching. 


In the ſenſe in which 1 PTR St. Paul uſes the 
word here, our bleſſed Lord ſtiles John the Baptiſt a 
Prophet, Luke vii. 26: And Zacharias his father, 
ſpeaking of bim by the Spirit of the Lord, calls him 
a prophet of the Higheſt, Luke i. 76, i. e. a teacher 
commiſſioned by the Lord himſelf, to inſtruct the in- 
e of Judea, in the things which related to the 
| manifeſtation” * 


169 | 
manifeſtation of the Meſſiah, and his kingdom: 
therefore, in ver. 77, the matter of his teaching is 
ſaid to be „e, ore, the Science of SALVATION. 
Men are ignorant of God and themſelves,---they muſt 
be inſtructed, and for this very purpoſe, the chriſ- 
tian miniſtry has been eſtabliſhed among men. 
"ſciences may be profitable in earthly concerns, but can- 
not profit the ſoul. The ſcience that teaches godlineſs 


muſt come from God, No ſcience is of any avail to 


the ſoul, that does not bring /alvaiion with it. This 
is the excellence of heavenly feaching, and an excellence 
that is peculiar to itſelf. | 

In the ſame ſenſe, Judas and Silas are ſaid to be 
prophets, (Acts xv. 32.) whoſe buſineſs it was, to ex- 
hort and confirm the brethren. See alſo 1 Kings xviii. 29. 

After what has been ſaid, it is almoſt ſuperfluous to 
obſerve, that as the miniſters of the goſpel are termed 


prophets or teachers, it is neceſſarily ſuppoſed, iſt, 


That they are properly acquainted with the nature 
and deſign of the goſpel they teach. And andly, 


That men in general are ignorant of the things which | 


concern the Kingdom of God. 
That he who profeſſes to teach a ſcience to others, 


ſhould be well inſtructed in it himſelf, all muſt al- 
 low,---And that the maſs of the people who even 


profeſs chriſtianity, are deplorably ignorant of God 
and his goſpel, is a melancholy truth. But heavenly 
things cannot be apprehended by the ſame unaſſiſted 
powers which apprehend earthly things;---to acquire 
a proper knowledge of an Art or Science, there muſt 
be a natural aplilude in the mind to receive it: And 


where 7his exiſts not, the moſt judicious inſtructions - 


of the. moſt eminent teachers, are loſt. - Man has no 
natural aptitude to heavenly things : 
ſays the Apoſtle, (1. e. the ſoul which reliſhes no- 
thing but what comes through the medium of the 
fleſh, and which tends only to gratify its deſires, ) 

knows 


Human 


The carnal mind, 


( 24 


Fnows mot the things of God; ii is enmity gainf God; 
it is not only ignorant of divine things, but it loves 


that which is evil, and abbors that which is good: 


Therefore, the very firſt part of the teacher's work 
is to convince men of this, and of its ruinous ten- 
dency, and to ſhew them the neceſſity of applying 
to God through the blood of the croſs, who alone can 


make them wiſe unto ſalvation, conquer their averſion 


to holineſs, ſubdue their evil 0 981 and. axe their 
Fouls. 


In order to nene men to receive * EF FSI that 
comes from God, there muſt be precept upon precept, 
line upon line, ne there a little, accęrd- 
ing to varying circumſtances, and the prejudices and 
capacities of the people who are to be taught. To 
ſucceed in this, as far as nan can ſueceed, the teacher 


muſt be endued with the ſpirit of ode, producing the 


living flame of holy zeal, .a/taching to itſelf prudence 
and diſeretion, which ſhall cauſe the ſacred fire to 


burn fleady, while love to God and man, continues 


to feed the flame. Conſtant ſupplications muſt pre- 
cede, accompany, and follow his efforts to guide ſin- 
ners into the way: And as God is thus acknowledged 
throughout the work, ſo will he be with him in it; 
and under ſuch a miniſtry, men cannot fail being made 
wiſe unto ſalvation, God giving a conſtant power to 
.apprebend, while his faithful ambaſſador is holding 


forth the words of life. But who is ſufficient for theſe 


things? -He alone whom God hath ent, to whom 
Ne bath - entruſted the miniſtry- of . reconciliation, and 


| whoſe word the conveyeth with the demonſtration of 


this Spirit to the ſouls of the people. 


II. The Worx of this prophet or teacher, or what 
is orought under his: miniſtry, comes now to be more 
particularly conſidered. The text ſays, he /peaketh 


unto nen 10 edification, and exhortation, and comfort. 


1. 10 


; 4 3s » 

- 1. To Eotricarrox. The original word -oxetun, 
As upon the whole, properly enough rendered edification > 
But as this is a mere latin word, the tranſlation itſelf 
requires to be frauſlated, as it is as unintelligible to 
many people as the Greek word itſelf. They both 
literally ſignify, 4 make, or build a houſe. The ſoul 
of -man is often -reprefented -in Seripture, under the 
figure of a building. This metaphor is frequent in 


the writings of St. Paul; partly becauſe it was peculi- - 


arly expreſſive; and partly becauſe ſuch an idea muſt fre- 
quently occur to his mind who was himſelf a tent 
maker, oxmonzac;, ſuch a perſon as we term bouſe-carpen- 
ter. Hear him recurring to this «metaphor on 
various occaſions: He who are in this TABERNACLE 
do groan:---Ye are God's BuIIDbIxG: I the earthly 
HOUSE of this TABERNACLE were deſtroyed, rwe haue a. 
HOUSE not 'MADE With HANDS: Hs @ Wiſe MASTER= 
nuR, I lay-the FOUNDATION, &c. &. 


This Bonſe God formed in the beginning for his 


own temple.—-In it he dwelt, and in it, a ſacrifice 
worthy of his immaculate purity, and infinite Majeſty, 
was conſtantly offered up. But alas! man being in 
this honour, continued not — Sin was introduced 
the [temple became defiled the Lord abandoned it, 
Satan entered in, and the houſe of the Lord was laid 
in ruins. To re-edify, or re-build this houſe, and 
make it once more a habitation of God through the 
Spirit, the Almighty Saviour deſcended from heaven, 
and dwelt , made d tabernacle among men: 
thus -ſhewing us, -by dwelling in our nature, in holi- 
. neſs, purity, and truth, that we might. again become 
a holy temple of the Lord, and be. raiſed by his grace 
to that ſtate of moral excellence and glory, which we 
had in the beginning: himſelf being the Pattern 
after which he purpoſed to recedify che building. But 
| though 
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though the human ſoul be in a ſtate of ruin, and the 
Form and comelineſs of the building be paſſed away; 
yet not one of the original materials is Io. to fol- 
low the metaphor---the {ones and 7imbers are ſtill in 
exiſtence: But they are all diſplaced and disjointed; 
and none but the divine Archite# can revive theſe out 
of the rubbiſh, and reſtore the form and comelineſs 
of the edifice. To effect this, the Foundation muſt be 
again laid; the foxes cleanſed and replaced; and the 
timbers rejointed. Now, other foundation can no man 
lay, ſo as to have a ſolid, perfect, and durable build- 
ing, but that which is laid already, viz. Currst 
crucified ; and Him, not only as the meritorious cauſe 
of the building, and great Operator in it: but alſo 
as the Paitern according to which the houſe is to be 
formed. All that is of Chriſt, 7e/embles him. When 
the ruined foul is built vp, on, through, and after him, 
the excellence of the materials, - the regular adjuſtment 
of the parts, the form, beauty, magnificence and 
utility of the whole, at once proclaim, the infinite 
ſkill, unlimited power, and eternal love of the great 
Architect. But if Chriſt be the ſole builder, &c. 
what has the teacher to do in this work?” Tho' he 
who propheſieth or teacheth, cannot be properly ſtiled 
Tur BuilDER, yet he ſpeaks unto men us on in 
reference to this building, recommending Ixsus as the 


— only Saviour, and ſpeaking of the ar and excel. | | 


lence of his. work. 

It is not leſs neceſſary to. build o the foundation | 
than to lay it. Many grievouſly err on this point.--< 
They are ever /aying the foundation, and never building 
on it: And ſtrange to tell, this only is allowed by 


ſome, to be preaching Chriſt ! as if one ſhould fay ; * 


« He who is determined to build a proper and con- 


8 venient houſe for himſelf to dwell in, can never effect 
his — but by laying the foundation every day as 


long 


E 4 
long as he lives.“ Who does not ſee that this man can 


never have a hoi/e? He has no more than its Foundas 
tion, and can never be its inbabitant. 


Let not this ſaying be miſrepteſented=--as if the 


preacher deſigned to leave Chriſt out of his building; 


No. He is as fully convinced that on the goſpel plan, 
no ſoul can be ſaved but through the 50d of his croſs, 
and influence of his Spirit, as he is, that a houfe cannot 
be built without a foundation, But he argues, that as 
the foundation ſhould be laid, and kept hing, once for 
all, and the building raiſed upon it; ſo Chrift Jeſus as 
the Foundation-Stone, as the only Name through which 
men can be ſaved, ſhould be laid once for all: And 


when it appears, that this foundation is laid, viz. when 


the ſinner truſts on him alone for ſalvation, renouncing 
all dependence on things in heaven, and things on earth, 
and things under the earth: and when it appears, that 


his faith hath not ſtood in the wiſdom of man, but in 


the power of God, (being juſtified freely through the re- 
demption that is in Jeſus, for then, and not till then 


is the foundation truly laid: ) I ſay, when this fully aps 


pears, from that moment, the miniſter of God who 
underſtands his work, and attends to it, will ſpeak unto 
that ſoul to. edification, 


But let it not be ſuppoſed that the Cle Jeſus has Ty 


thing to do with the building, but merely to be its /up= 
port.---He is ſtill not only the foundation, without which 


the houſe muſt be immediately involved in its primitive 


ruin, but alſo the great Director of the whole work. 


As he came before by blood, ſo he comes now by waer and 
by the Spirit; by the waſhing of regeneration, and the 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. As it was only by his 


facrifice that the Atonement was made, ſo it is only by his 
direction and energy, that even the wiſeſt maſter-builder 
can raid on this foundation a ſuperſtructure of gold; 


Gives and Precious ſtones ; for without him nothing 


B | good 
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good can be done. But the great miſtake of many is, 
the preaching Chriſt, only as the Author of falvation, 
without ſhowing him to be the Accompliſber of it: 

'4 22 indeed well, that it is Chriſt that juſtifies, 

ut not maintaining fully that his blood cleanſeth from all 

unrighteouſneſs. What Chriſt has done for us, is a fa- 

vourite ſubject with many; but what Chriſt is to do 1 
Us, is a topic, well conſidered but by few. 


In thoſe who are faithful, Chriſt accompliſhes his 
great deſign:---They are hilt up---the houſe is com- 
pleted, and becomes a habitation of God through the 
Spirit a temple of the ever-bleſſed Trinity :---For it 
is Written, “If a man love me, he will keep my words, 
and 7 and the Farne will come in unto him, and 
make our abode with him.” - Hence it appears, that 
che end which the Lord propoſes in this great work, is 
the Full falvation of the ſoul---the cleanſing and puri- 
tying it from all evil; reducing it to harmony and or- 
der, that it may be compleat in him ;---for the man of 
God muſt be perfect, (gr; well-jointed,) thoroughly 
furniſhed to every good work. 


From this view of the ſubject; we may eaſily diſcern 
what edifiration means. It is the building up of the ſoul 
in the knowledge, love, and image of God. And 
continual edification, implies, a conſtant grow!th in 
grace a daily increaſe of thoſe graces which conſtitute 
the mind of | Chriſt=--a conſtant addition to the former 
ſtock, ſo that he who believes, and continues faithful, 
"Mereaſes with all the increaſe” of God. Thus to his 
faith, is added virtue; to virtue, knowledge; to know- 
ledge, temperance---brotherly-kindneſs, and charity ; 
pure univerſal love to God and man. As every new 
Kone that is laid in a building, adds ſomething to it, 
and brings it nearer its perfection; ſo every ſermon, 
every act of faith---of prayer---of mercy and kind- 
bels, becomes a mean in the hand of the Lord, of in- 
3 — ' creaſing 
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creaſing the light, life, ard love of the believing foul: 
hence, to be edified, does not mean merely, that a 
man has received ſome new information on a divine ſub- 
ject, ſome- increaſed: light in ſacred matters; but it 
means, that the man's houſe ( following the metaphor) 
has got another ſtone added to it; another of its /catter- 
ed timbers put in joint. In a word, that ſomething 
heavenly is added to what was before received. 

As every individual thus edifie> by the grace of 
Chriſt, becomes a temple of God, ſo the. whole Church 
or aſſembly of the firſt-born, form a vaſt and grand 
building, in which Jeſus lives and reigns. Each who 
was individually a temple of God, becoming a ſtone, 
or part of this general building. Therefore, fully to 
underſtand what the Apoſtle ſays on this ſubject, 
1 Pet. ii. 5, © Ye alſo, as living ſtones, are built up a 
ſpiritual houſe,” &c. form the idea of a number of 
ſouls edified as before ſtated, built up in faith and love, 
in inward and outward holineſs--<anited in the bands 
of chriſtian fellowſhip, and walking in the conſolations 
of the Holy Ghoſt.---Theſe are the /ively flones, in- 
ſtinct with the living virtue of the living God. --- 
Theſe are built up a fpiritual houſe, each is conſidered 
a ſtone in the ſacred edifice, and a neceſſary and beau- 
teous part of the building. Their places may be dif- 
ferent - ſome withit,, ſome wi hout; ſome in the bdck- 
part of the building, others in the front, ſome corner 
flones, uniting and firengthening the building; others 
head-flones, finiſhing and perfecting the work. All ale 
arranged, and employed, not only according to their 
ſeveral degrees of grace, but alſo according to their 
various talents ; nevertheleſs, the whole collectively 
form, but one building, the genuine catholic or univerſal 
Church, whoſe inhabitant is the Moſt High God. 4 


In order to erect this glorious building, we are told 
by St. * T Cor. xli. 28, that *& God hath appointed 
3 >: i" 
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in his Church, firſt, Apoſtles, ſecondarily, Prophets, 
- thirdly, Teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of 
healing, helps, governments, and diverſity of tongues.” 
And all this is done, that being built up on the founda- 
tion of the Prophets and Apoſtles, . who made Jeſus 
Chriſt the chief Corner-Stone, all the building (through 
him) might be fitly framed together (owaguonoyorurm 
properly jointed, harmonized, and arranged) and grow 
into a holy temple in the Lord. Eph. ii. 20, 21. 
Thus, they who prophecy ſpeak unto men to edifica-- 
tion, that they may be built up together for a habitation 


| (natromraper. A conſlant e emi of God ne 
the * 


II. But he who propheſieth ſpeaketh alſo to men, to 
Exhortation. 


According to the common acceptation of this word, 
Viz. adviſing a ſinner to turn from his ſins, and come 1 
GOD for Salvation ; this part of the teacher's work, 

muſt, in the nature and order of grace, precede edifi- 
cation. But the word TagaxAnoy muſt not be reſtrained 
to To limited a meaning in this place : from its com- 
ponent parts, mage, near 70, and zanw, I call, we may 
learn, that it implies calling the ſoul near to God, that it 
may contract an intimacy with him, be united to, and 
be continually defended, nouriſhed, and ſupported by 
him: and this indeed is the proper buſineſs * ex- 
Hortation. N 


As this diſcovers.t to us 3 part of the teacher's 
work, ſo it gives us another view of the ſtate of a ſoul 
that is not made a partaker of the ſalvation of God. 
Man is at a difance from his Maker, not in reſpect of 
Place, (for God fills the heavens and the earth, and in 
him we all live, move, and have our being,) but in re- 
ſ>:Q of nature, unity of mind, and conformity of purpoſe. 
T: CIC is no Ls man, nor can 2 be any, while 
| ; ſeparated © 
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e from God, and united to ſin. God is pure 
and holy; man is carthly, ſenſual, deviliſh :---living 
only in reference to earth; ſeeking only the gratifica- 
tion of his animal deſires, and being conſtantly impel- 
led by diabolic influence to break the commandments 
of his God. In a greater or leſs degree, this is the 
ſtate of every ſoul of man; for all,---aLL have ſinned, 
and come ſhort of the glory of God; and there is none 
that doeth good, no not one, faith the Lord. The ſa- 
cred writings uniformly repreſent men as rebels againſt 
God; obſtinately bent on the purſuit of thoſe things 
which tend directly to their preſent miſery and future 
deſtruction : and the conduct of men in general de- 
monſtrates that the character is fairly and faithfully 
drawn. Notwithſtanding, there are many who are 
unwilling to allow that this is a true ſtate of the caſe; 

and to get rid of this degrading character of themſelves; 
reject the whole ſyſtem of Revelation, and forge for 
themſelves another character from what they term Natu- 
ral Religion ; a ſyſtem which they acknowledge did not 
come from above, for Revelation they will have nothing 
to do with; and yet, his, they would have others ta 
receive and ſubmit to, as implicitly, as if it had come 
recommended by all the wiſdom and authority of God. 


Mr. Woolaſton, the celebrated author of The Re- 
ligion of Nature delineated,” begins his tract thus: 
« 'The foundation of Religion, lies in that difference 
between the acts of men, which diftinguiſhes-them 
* into good, evil, and indifferent ; and if there be ſuch 
* a difference, there muſt be a Religion, and e contra. 
Upon this account it is, that ſuch a long and laborious 


c enquiry hath been made after ſome general idea, or 


r ſome rule, by comparing the aforeſaid acts with which, 
it might appear to which kind they reſpectively be- 
« long. And though men have not yet agreed upon 
« any one, yet one. there certainly muſt be. That 
« which I am going to propoſe, &c.” | 

"3 | - On 
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, on his point the following concluſive mode of ar- 
© guing has been adopted. If the foundation of Reli- 
gion lie in the difference of human actions; and that 
difference can only appear by comparing them with 
ſome rule; and though from the beginning of the world 
to this day, no ſuch rule of moral good and evil has yet 
been — upon, whereby men might know to which 
. king their actions reſpectively belong, it is. impoſſible 
there ſhould be any ſuch thing as natural religion or law, 
becauſe their very eſſence conſiſts in enabling men to 
diſtinguiſb their actions, (and thereby their choice of 
acting.) whether they arc virtues or crimes, moral 
good or moral evil: If they had no rule for this, 
they had 10 /aw, and if no law, they could have no 
religion, which is nothing but abedicnce to law: Or, 
if e they never agzced upon one,“ and without agree- 
ment there can be no rule, then there is nothing in this 
ſubject obviouſly clear, univerſal, or true; but all the 
definitions of it muſt be opinion or fal/chood, becauſe 
they had no rule or method to frame them by. Or, 
« fince a rule there certainly muſt be, if Mr. Wool- 
aſton found it out, then all the preceding ages wanted 
it, there was no ſuch thing exiſting ; therefore, this 
inference is fair, Mr. Woolaſton's diſcovery is the re- 
ligion of Mr. Woolaſton, and not the religion of nature. 
And, if be firſt made the diſcovery, how could it be 
owing to regſon, ſince the liglit of reaſon was as clear 
5000 years ago, as it is now? And if it was not from 
regſon that he argued ſo well, and traced out the linea- 
ments of law with ſuch order and perſpicuity, then it 
muſt be from revelation, And that fingle paſſage 
Which he has taken for the foundation of his work, tears 
up the foundation of his whole ſyſtem ; and is a demon- 
ſtration that whatever he ſays after, is not from rea/on, 
nature, eternal filneſſes, or univerſal conſent, but from 
revelation alone; and that he has only transferred to 
the ſupport of one ſchool what he learnt in the other.” 
| This | 
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This poor baſeleſs ſyſtem, attempts to ſpeak unto fallen 
man, Yo exhortation and comfort; but in ſuch a way as 
his enemy could with, It expatiates on his dignity and 
perfection; the ſtrength and energy of his reaſon, (though 
for 5000 years it has not been able to diſcover a rule of 
moral conduc,) and ſhews him his duty as it is termed, 
attempting to prove, that he is naturally inclined to all 

good]; and that it is only from the influence of example, 
that he is at any time warped from doing that which is 
holy and juſt, It tells him he has ample reſources in 
himſelf to conquer any evil propenſity he may have 
acquired; for internal evil he has none that to act 
upon this plan, is to get free from the ſhackles of folly 
and ſuperſtition, * to enjoy peace of mind and laſting 
content. 


This, according to them, is the ſupreme good. 
But is there a particle of truth in this meagre ſyſtem ? 
Is not the whole, demonſtrably a mere phantom, “ an 
airy nothing, without a local habitation or a name? 
Where is their certainty? Where is their comfort? 
Aſk the whole tribe of modern deiſis, and their elde1 
brethren the Heathen.---Burt ſtill, it is an important ſome- 
thing !--- Then it is a /omething that has neither God nor 
Chriſt in it. Cbriſt it has not: for it denies and ridicules 

his mncarnation, miracles, and atonement. Gop it has 
not, for it denies both the neceſſity and exiſtence of ſu- 
/ pernatural influence. And yet it is good! It is an 
efe# that ſubſiſte without a cauſe :---a ſiream that is 
full, and conſtantly running without a producing bun- 
tain.---It is a rational Religion, in eternal hoſtility to 
reaſon ; It will not allow, that man is at a dance from 
God; and yet it will not admit that he is »igh. Union 
with God through the influence of his Spirit, is with 
it, enthuſiaſm; and to ſay, that man is a fallen ſpirit, 
and utterly incapable of recovering himſelf from his + 
ruinous ſtate, is the language of reaſon and common 
ſenſe, and therefore muſt not be countenanced. The 
concluſion 
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concluſion from its leading principles is, man is not 
evil, for the ſcripture account of his Fall is a fable :--- 
he is not good, for there is no inſpiration of a Divine 
Spirit. In a word, he is like ſome of thoſe who have 
invented the abſurd  ſyſtem,---Notbing, or good for 
noſ hing. | | | 
But to return. As exbortation implies calling near to 
God, and ſuppoſes a diſtance between him and the ſin- 
ner, as ſtated before; ſo it implies bringing God near 
to the foul. God was in Chriſ reconciling the world 
to_himſclf---and where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in the name of Chriſt, he is in the midſt of 
them.» -He who ſpeaketh unto men unto exbortation, 
can aſſure them that the kingdom of God is at hand 
and that God warts to be 'gracious, and rejoices over 
them to do them good: therefore, the trembling ſin- 
ner may come with boldneſs unto the Throne of Grace, 
and aſk mercy, , and find grace to help in time of need. 

Draw nigh, therefore, to God; and let it be remem- 
bered, that drawing nigh implies turning the deſires of 
the beart towards him, (my ſon, give me thy heart!) 
entering into his gracious counſels and deſigns; and 


accepting, as a loſt ſinner, the ample falvation purchaſ- 
ed by the blood of the Croſs. | 


Exbortation of this nature is peculiarly needful : and 
indeed muſt precede the building up, firſt ſpoken of,) 
becauſe eyery awakened ſinner is afraid of God, and 
like the penitent publican, ftands afar a, not daring to 
approach even the place where God records his name; 
and it is a ſecret, which is not with all men, to know how 
to repreſent Chriſt as preſent, and to bring the trem- 
bling ſouleuen 7abis ſeat. When a ſinner conſiders God as 
throned in unſufferable light and glory; infinitely full 
of holineſs and | juſtice ; he dares not draw near; 
but when he views the light of his glory in the face of 
- Jeſus Ebnf ; Wen he is e that, God zs Love, 


be: - 
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be is then inſpired with confidence, and coming by 
Chriſt Jeſus, he approaches the Eternal Deity, with 

humble boldneſs, through the medium of his own na- 
ture; for God was manifeſt in the fe But this part 
of the teacher's work, as was hinted before, muſt not be 
reſtrained merely to thoſe who know not God. Every 

believer in Chriſt Jeſus ſtands in need of it. What 
is the general voice of the goſpel, but a continual call 
to men, to come unto God! What is the whole of ſal- 
vation, but a drawing nigh to him, in conſequence of the 

| Invitations received from his word and from his miniſ- 
ters? What is endleſs glory, but an eternal approach 
to the infinite perfections of the Godhead ! The fin- 
ner is invited to draw near: the believer is invited 
to draw n*-arer.--- The ſinner who receives not this e- 
bortation, cannot be ſaved: the ſaint who does not 
continue to receive it, cannot ſtand: Thus finners 
and ſaints are the continual objects of -exhortation. Sa- 
cred ſyſtem of eternal Truth! River of God!] whoſe 
ſtreams, make glad the holy city! Thou proveſt, that 
by bringing God down unto man, man is brought up 
unto God, made a partaker of the Divine Nature, and 
ſeated on the throne of his glory !---But this leads me 


to ſpeak of another impartant part of the e 
office, which is, 


III. To. ſpeak unto men to comfort. 


The word rTapzuetm here uſed, ſignifies properly, 
that comfort which a perſon receives converſi g face to 
face with his friend.---Speaking words of comfort, 
deſcriptive of thoſe good things, the exiſtence of 
which we are aſſured of; and the promiſe of which we 
receive on indubitable authority. 


This part of the teacher's work, includes not 621 


his loving, affectionate manner of preaching the goſpel ; 
but alſo his vi/ting from houſe to houſe,---his hearin 


and determining what were formerly called caſes of 
* conſcience,. 
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conſeience,-—his ſearching into, and removing thoſe 
ſcruples which ariſe from the power of temptarion, in 
the minds of thoſe who are but beginning to walk in the 
way of life. Theſe require the ſpeedieſt and tendereſt 
aid of the chriſtian prophet, who has himſelf been 
* comforted in all his tribulations, and is hereby enabled 
to comfort others, by the comfort with which he him- 

ſelf has been com forted of God, 2 Cor. i. 4. 


The Promiſes of the everlaſting goſpel furniſh the 
teacher with abundant matter for the conſolation of the 
diſtreſſed, both in public and private. There is not a 
fate of affliction or trial into which a perſon can be 
brought, but has fome promiſe of comfort or ſupport 
annexed to it in the ſacred writings. Come unte me all ye 
who labour and are heavy-laden, and I will give you reſt, is 
2 promiſe, of general application ; ; and as Luther once 
ſaid of a fimilar one, * is worthy to be carried from 
Rome to 'Jeruſalem on one's knees.“ Indeed, the 
whole goſpel of God is one grand ſyſtem of conſolation ; 
hence, it is properly adapted to the ſtate of /yfering hu- 
manity. Man is a wretched creature; and his ſtate of 
miſery is neceſſarily implied in the text. He cannot be 
bappy becauſe he 1s unhaly, and holineſs and happineſs 
are joined in eternal union by the Lord. As God is 
the fountain of all bleſſedneſs, no intelligent being can 
be happy, but in nion with himſelf. Sin prevents this 
union from taking place; for God can join himſelf to 
nothing but what reſembles his own nature. As no- 
thing but ſin prevents this union from taking place, the 
teacher of righteouſneſs can ſpeak to comfort, by pro- 
claiming that divine grace, that not only az/ones for, 
but deſtroys fin ; and, which is glad-tidings of great joy 

to all people. 
It is much to be lamented, that the . goſpel 
of the Son of God, is repreſented by many as a ſyſtem 
of n and terror: but no man can repreſent it as 

ſuch, 
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ſuch, who underſtands it. If, knowing the terrors of 
the Lord we perſuade men, it is not by theſe terrors we 
prevail on them to accept ſalvation through Chriſt. 
The place of torment is uncovered in the ſacred ſcrip- 
ture, chat men may ſee and eſcape from it: And the 
teacher of righteouſneſs ſnould only deſcribe the devil, 
and his r reign of miſery, ſo, as to cauſe men to fall in 
love with Chrif, and his heaven of glory. 


Many ſeem to have hell and deſtruction for a conſtant 
text; and all their ſermons are grounded on theſe ſub- 
jects. Theſe may alarm the careleſs, and terrify the 
profane, and ſo they are uſeful in their place; but they 
certainly do not /peak io men to comfort: nor ſhould 
all their diſcourſes be employed in this way. It is the 
doctrine of JESUS, of Jeſus dying for our ſins, and 
riſing for our juſtification ; Jeſus ſhedding his love 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, filling us with 
the meek, holy, gentle mind that was in himſelf, that 
ever can be available to a ſinner's converſion and com- 
fort. From long experience I can teſtify, that preach- 
ing the dying love of Chriſt who bought us, is of more 
avail to convert ſinners, comfort the diſtreſſed, and 
build up believers in their moſt holy faith, than all the 
fire of hell- For, as it is poſſible to make void the 
law, through a lawleſs method of preaching fazth ; ſo 
it is poſſible to make void the &9/pel, by an unevangeliz- 
ed -preaching of the /aw and its zerrors. Let the law be 
uſed as God uſes it; let it enter, that the offence may 
abound, and that fin may appear exceeding ſinful : then, 
let the veil be taken away from off the face of the goſpel, 
and let its heavenly ſplendors ſhine forth on the wretch- 
ed.---Tell them, prove to them, that God 10 Love ;. that 
he delights not in the death of a ſinner; and that he 
wills all to be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of 
his Truth,---Let the ſinner's aſtoniſhed ſoul contem- 
plate the Fullef proofs, that even God himſelf could 
give 


% 
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give of his willingneſs to ſave men, viz. the agony and 


bloody ſweat, the croſs and paſſion, the terrible death, and 


glorious reſurredion of the Almighty Jeſus!---Let him 
who propheſieth, ſhew theſe to the vileſt, the moſt 


- profligate, and the moſt wretched of ſinners, and then 
let them diſbelieve the Philanthropy of God, if they 


Can. 


ut, | fays one, „I am a finner, condemned by 
the law of God, and condemned by my own conſcience : 
for, having broken the law, I am under the curſe.” 


Granted. But the goſpel proclaims Jzsvs ; and Jeſus 
- BAVES ſinners. ' © But I deſerve no mercy.” True: 


but the goſpel ſpeaks not of the merits of man, but of 
the merits of Chrift.---It is becauſe thau art a ſinner 
that thou haſt need of him: and hadſt thou not been 
fuch, Jeſus needed not to have died for 7hee.---Again, 
it is becauſe thou art a inner, that thou haſt a claim on 
his mercy; and that very thing (thy guiltineſs) which 
thou conceiveſt to be an argument againſt thee, and an 
inſuperable barrier to thy ſalvation, is an unanſwerable 
argument in thy behalf; and an abſolute proof, that if 
thou come unto him who died for thee, thou ſhalt not 
periſh, but have everlaſting life. In compaſſion to thy 
weakneſs, and to ſhew thee that God 7s Love, he hath 
promiſed thee life; and bound himſelf by his oath to 
ſulfil the promi/e he hath made: that through theſe 
tuo immutable things, (his oa and promiſe,) in either 
of which it is impoſſible for God to lie, thou mighteſt 
have ſtrong conſolation, while fleeing to lay hold on the 
hope ſet before thee in the goſpel, Thus, the teſtimonies 
of Chriſt encourage, and thus, he - wha prophefieth; 


ſpeaketh unto men to comfort. Lord of the Univerfe ! 


what haſt thou not done to fave men? And yet, dread- 
ful obſtinacy ! they will not come unto thee that they 
might have lite! ! 


After 
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After all, it is only Chriſt who can ſpeak fo tbe 
heart :---who can give the word of promiſe, its form, 
ſubſtance, and fulfilment, in the ſoul. To get this done, 
the teacher, as ſtated in the beginning of this diſcourſe, 
muſt be @ man of prayer, that he may bring the Spirit, 
as well as the word of Chriſt, into his public miniſtra- 
tions. Then, an unction will accompany his word, and 
all his hearers ſhall be evidences, that this teacher 


Speaketh unto men, to edification, and to exhortation, and 
to - comfort, 


From what has been ſaid, we may learn, 


Firſt, That every miniſter of God is divinely taught 
is made wiſe to ſalvation himſelf, and filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt and with prayer. 


Secondly, That he who receives the goſpel, is tran- 
ſlated from the kingdom of darkneſs, fin, folly, and 
error, into the gloriqus liberty of the ſons of God. 


Thirdly, That the Religion of Chriſt, does not conſiſt 
in a {yſtem of opinions, orthodox, or heterodox, but is 
a principle that edifies, that Builds-up the ſoul in 
knowledge: and love :---that takes fin from it, and adds 
holineſs to it. 


Fourthly, That the goſpel unites God and man. It 
calls men to God, and brings God to men, that they 
may be of one ſpirit with him. 


Fifthly, That in conſequence of this union, men be- 
come partakers of the Divine Nature, eſcape the con- 
tagion that is in the world, and become truly happy, 
becauſe they are compleatly holy. 


Sixthly, That Chriſt and him crucified, is the grand 
ſubje of evangelical preaching ; and that nothing but 


his goſpel, ever was, or will be, the power of God . 
the ſalvation of a loſt world. | | 
Loftly, 
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Lafily, That where there is a miniſtry by which 
men are not made - wiſe unto ſalvation, ſaved from 
ſin, and built-up in- holineſs---united by the Spirit 
of Chriſt to the God of heaven, and made happy in 
his love; there, either the teacher, or the matter of in- 
ſtruction, is not of Gop: for, he who propbeſieth, 


ſpeaketh, (according to my text) 70 edification, and 10 
exhortation, and 1 _—_— | 


Now unto God only wiſe, gracious and good, be 


glory and dominion unto all ages, through Chriſt 
Jeſus! Amen, and Amen. 


| Briſtol, Avguſt 12, 1798. 
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